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defoliation during late summer, a practice more appropriate for small trees, 

and water stress. 

Due to all disadvantages associated with conducting research with trees 

(especially expensive omamentals) M. x soulangeana is unlikely to be used as 

a model plant for further dormancy research studies. However, this study 

did reveal some intriguing responses, which in the long term may be used as 

a base for research into the evolution of dormancy mechanisms in flowering 

plants. 
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